EGYPT IN  1915	217
of indiscipline in the schools, the crop had ripened.
Few Egyptian students now discussed any topic but
the political enslavement of their country. Every
Englishman in the service of the Government they
regarded as an intruder and usurper of authority :
their class masters most of all. The Ministry of
Education watched the deterioration of discipline
with apparent unconcern. Every aspect of school life
was subordinated to the claims of the final examination,
and the formation of character counted for little in the
programme of the Ministry. It is difficult to conceive
a system of education less adapted to produce good
citizens than that pursued in Egypt. All power and
all initiative were in the hands of the Central Ministry.1
Head masters had little authority either over discipline
or over instruction. If a boy misconducted himself
he was reported to the Ministry, wrhich judged the
enormity of the offence and determined the penalty,
In school work no deviation from the programme laid
down by the Ministry was allowed. Outside the class-
room the assistant masters had no intercourse with
their pupils. They heard the lessons and then went
their several ways. What the Egyptian boy thought
or did outside the precincts of the schoolroom was not
their business. On the whole it cannot be said that
the conduct of education has been a triumphant
success of the British Occupation. Even the material
results, as judged from the examinations, were no
more than moderate.2 It is true that the responsible
1	The late Inspector-General of the Ministry of Education, in
a pamphlet entitled, ' Suggestions for improvement of education in
Egypt', published in August 1919, in view of an approaching investiga-
tion into the main causes of Egyptian discontent, ky stress upon this
point.   The passage (p. 21) is too long to quote; but the author of
the suggestions has no doubt in his own mind that undue centralization
is one of the most notable defects of the Ministry of Education.
2	The harshest indictment comes from the pen of a senior official
of the Ministry.   In his report on the Secondary Education Certificate

